GENEVA

Earthly Paradise is the most civilized country in the
world. Its constitution is absolutely democratic: every
president must swear to observe it in every particular.
The Church is abolished: no moral authority is recog-
nized except that of the people's will. The president
and parliament are elected by adult suffrage every two
years. So are all the judges and all the officials, even
the road sweepers. All these reforms, which have
made The Earthly Paradise the most advanced mem-
ber of the League of Nations, were introduced by my
late husband the sixth president. He observed the
constitution strictly. The elections were conducted
with absolute integrity. The ballot was secret. The
people felt free for the first time in their lives. Im-
mediately after the elections the budget was passed
providing for two years. My husband then prorogued
the Parliament until the end of that period, and
governed the country according to his own ideas
whilst the people enjoyed themselves and made money
in their own ways without any political disturbances
or arguments. He was re-elected three times, and is
now known in the Paradise as the father of his country.

SHE. But you said he was murdered, and that the
president murdered him. How could that be if he was
the president? He couldnt murder himself.

THE WIDOW. Unhappily he had certain weaknesses.
He was an affectionate husband: I may even say an
uxorious one; but he was very far from being faithful
to me. When he abolished the Church he would have
abolished marriage also if public opinion would have
stood for it. And he was much too indulgent to his
enemies. Naturally, whenever he won an election his
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